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RECEIVED 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

In re Applicant § OCT 2 8 2004 

AUGUST H. BECK, m § 

Filed: June 18, 1999 § Art Unit 3671 

§ 

Serial No.: 09/336,204 § Examiner Nathan S. Mammen 

§ 

For ■ PILOTED DRILL BARREL AND § Docket No.: 063007.0010 
METHOD OF USING SAME § 

RESPONSE G TO OFFICE ACTION 

Commissioner, for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir * 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed August 25, 2004, please amend the 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 9 of this paper. 
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In the Office Action, the examiner maintained his rejection of claims 42 and 44 under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Mathieiii et al (U.S. Patent No. 4.526,242). In 
addition, the examiner objected to claim 43 as being dependent upon rejected claim 42, 

Claims 42 and 44 lave been cancelled without prejudice. 

Additionally, Applicant respectfully submits amended claim 43 rewritten in 
independent form. All claims should now be allowable. 

Although Applicant is unaware of any additional filing fees necessary, the 
Q mnni s si o ae r is hereby authorized to withdraw or credit any filing fees associated with Otis 
Response from Deposit Account No. 01-0477. 



AKIN GUMP STRAUSS HAUER & FELD LLP 

P.O. Box 12870 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 

Telephone: (210) 281-7106 

Facsimile: (210) 224-2035 



I hereby certify that tins correspondence is being transmitted via facsimile 
transmission to (703) 872-9306 ATTN: Customer Window on October &6 . 2004. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Kirt S. O'Neill, Reg. 38,257 



Date: October 2^ 2004 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 




KirtS. O'Neill 
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